
What are the pros and cons of Hang Tags vs 
Parking Decals for my parking system? 

Hang Tags
Pros

• Easy to issue, collect, replace, or reassign 
• Good for temporary users like visitors, contractors,  
 substitutes, or event attendees 
• Easy for security or parking staff to spot from a distance 
• Can include variable info like date, lot, permit type,  
 or expiration 
• Useful when the same vehicle does not always come  
 on site

Cons

• Can be moved from one vehicle to another 
• Can fall off, be displayed incorrectly, or be forgotten 
• Less durable over extended use
• Can look less permanent or less controlled 
• May create more day-to-day handling for staff 

Decals
Pros

• Better for long-term users like staff, residents, 
 or students 
• Harder to transfer between vehicles 
• More durable and consistent 
• Creates a more controlled parking program 
• Can be designed for quick identification by 
 zone, year, or user type 

Cons

• Less flexible when someone changes vehicles 

• Harder to remove or replace 

• Some users do not want adhesive decals on 
 their windshield or vehicle 

• Not ideal for temporary parking situations 
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Who should I use Hang Tags or Decals for? 
Hang Tags are usually better for:

• Visitors 
• Vendors and Contractors
• Temporary staff  
• Shared vehicles 
• Short-term permits 

Decals are usually better for:

• Employees and staff
• Students 
• Residents 
• Long-term contractors 
• Recurring, authorized vehicles

What is the difference in Security and Enforcement? 
• Hang tags are better for flexibility and visibility, but weaker for vehicle-specific control.

• Decals are better for permanence and enforcement, but less convenient.

What is the best approach?
Many organizations use both:

• Decals for permanent users 

• Hang Tags for temporary or rotating users 

That gives you stronger control for everyday parking while keeping flexibility for guests and short-term needs.

Conclusion
If your priority is flexibility, choose hang tags.

If your priority is control and long-term assignment, choose decals.

If you need both, a hybrid system is usually strongest.

Hang tags support flexible, short-term parking management, while decals provide stronger long-term vehicle 

identification and enforcement.

FEATURE HANG TAGS DECALS

Best for Visitors, vendors, temporary staff, event parking, 

shared vehicles

Employees, students, residents, long-term  

authorized vehicles

Flexibility High – easy to issue, collect, reassign, or replace Lower – typically assigned to one vehicle for a 

longer period

Ease of Use Simple to hand out and use right away Easy once installed, but less convenient to  

replace

Transferability Can be moved between vehicles Harder to transfer, which improves security

Security Lower – easier to share or misuse Higher – better for vehicle-specific identification

Durability Medium – can bend, fade, or be lost over time Higher – designed for longer-term use

Visibility Easy to spot if displayed properly Easy to identify if consistently placed on the  

windshield or window

Administration Good for quick issuance, but may require more 

daily handling

Better for consistent programs, but replacement 

can take more effort

User Acceptance Often preferred for temporary use Some users may dislike applying adhesive decals

Overall Advantage Best for short-term flexibility Best for long-term control
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